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WIGTON TOWN COUNCIL 

A VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE FULL COUNCIL WAS HELD ON  

WEDNESDAY 9TH SEPTEMBER 2020 AT 7.00PM 

 

 

For future public record, this Town Council meeting was held using the Zoom video 

conferencing facility. In March 2020 following a pandemic outbreak of Coronavirus, 

(Covid 19), on the 23rd March, the UK government announced a national lockdown on 

UK citizens. One restriction was to ban public meetings of more than 2 people and those 

participants must maintain a social distancing of 2 metres between them. The government 

in early April brought in legislation which permitted Local Authorities, including Town 

and Parish Councils, to meet using a video conferencing facility. This system will continue 

in use until such time as the government allows the return of public gatherings and 

meetings in community buildings. 
 

PRESENT  

 

Cllrs Lynch, Jackson, Huntington, Williams, Hodson, Armstrong, Hamblin, Scott, Clark, 

Ferriby, Robbins and Crouch   

In Attendance – Cllr Pitcher and Gareth Cavanagh (Times & Star) 

 

FC/27/2020 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES & REASONS FOR ABSENCE   
 

Apologies – Cllr Stapley  

 

FC/28/2020 APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING AND 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS  

 

Town Council meeting held on 21st July 2020 - Approved and signed as a true record 

Footpaths & Parks meeting held on 26th August 2020 - Approved and signed as a true record 

 

FC/29/2020 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS, MEMBERS AND OFFICERS TO  

GIVE NOTICE OF INTERESTS ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 

 

None  

 

FC/30/2020EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

None 
 

FC/31/2020 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

31/2020/1 To receive reports from the Public – Letter received regarding various issues. 

Dog Fouling on streets – Clerk to ask ABC to spray ‘No fouling’ signs on pavements 

 

Himalayan Balsam – A discussion took place and a voluntary group have been set up to  

tackle this near to the Baths.  It was agreed that this should wait until spring next year 

and the council would need to do a risk assessment. 

 

The Clerk to respond to the resident. 
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31/2020/02 To receive reports from Borough and County Councillors in attendance  

Cllr Pitcher reported that ABC have received funds from Government to help residents who 

are having issues with paying Council tax.  There are approx. 4,000 people entitled to this. 

 

3 Questions were asked of Cllr Pitcher  

What are ABC’s thoughts on becoming a Unitary Authority? Answer - Any changes to be put  

before all councils.  They think Cumbria would be split into2.  Allerdale, Carlisle and  

Copeland. 

 

Opening of the Wigton Office with appointments only on a Wednesday, what happens the rest  

of the week? 

Answer – Front Office Staff have been told to use common sense on what they can deal with  

and what needs to be an appointment. 

Councillors felt this was not acceptable for an employee to be left to make own decisions.  Staff  

need leadership from Employer.  Cllr Pitcher said he would pass on comments. 

 

Why have ABC changed parking times at All Saints Car Park, Cockermouth from 1 hour free  

parking to 3 hours? 

Answer – AP to forward response from ABC 

 

Cllr Crouch – Nothing to report 

 

Cllr Lynch – Had attended virtually2 Devt panel meetings, Licencing Panel and ABC FC on  

16th  

 

FC/25/2020 FINANCE MATTERS 

 

To receive and authorise payments for August 2020 – received and authorised  

 

FC/26/2020 PUBLIC TOILETS 

 

Clerk asked if members were happy to continue with the current opening of 1 toilet Monday to  

Friday 8.00am to 5.00pm and cleaned three times per day. 

 

AGREED to continue with current opening but reduce cleaning to twice per day. 

 

FC/27/2020 OFFICE WORKING HOURS 

 

Cllr Williams to report – Would like to see a better service covering 5 days per week. Some  

Residents don’t know what we do and where we are?  

 

Proposal from PW – To discuss office opening hours with staff.  Seconded by MC 

Vote taken 6 For / 5 Against.  Policy and Development Committee to meet and discuss options.  

 

FC/28/2020 BAILEY BRIDGE 

 

Cllr Hodson to report – Photos sent to office today.  Waiting to hear if there would be a penalty  

from website if we withdrew the sale.  SH also gauging if people wanted to keep the bridge.   

Cllr Lynch stated that the decision had been made by FC to sell the bridge. 

The Clerk to add bridge onto Bridges for sale website. 
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FC/29/2020 WIGTON TRAFFIC REVIEW ORDER 

 

Cllr Ferriby to report – Disappointed that some of the areas that were questioned at the parking  

meeting had been ignored.  Areas included King Street and the Junior School.  An email had 

been sent to the Traffic Team West and we are waiting a response. 

 

DF Proposed that the Council looked into adopting the strip of land in front of the Junior  

School.  Clerk to contact ABC for clarification on ownership. 

 

DF encouraged members to submit a response to the Pavement Parking Survey – closing date  

22/11. 

 

FC/30/2020 EMERGENCY PROCEDURES FOR THE TOWN 

 

Cllr Jackson to report – The Chair asked if Cllr Jackson wanted to combine this agenda item  

with the Emergency Response Group item?  Cllr Jackson happy to do so. 

 

FC/31/2020 WIGTON WHIPPET CLUB 

 

Cllr Armstrong to report – A report had been circulated prior to the meeting.  MA  

recommended that the strip of land to the left hand side of football pitches at Barton Laws be  

extended for the use of the Whippet Club as the area they were currently using on the right  

hand side behind the grandstand was not large enough. There would be the need to remove  

some of the posts to extend the area in question. 

 

A discussion took place and it was AGREED that a meeting be held between the Club and  

Council members and staff to resolve this issue. 

 

FC/32/2020 CHRISTMAS LIGHTS SWITCH ON EVENT 

 

Recommendation from the Festivals members that there be no Lights Switch On Event  

this year due to the situation with Covid 19 – Vote taken all AGREED to cancel Event 

 

FC/33/2020 WIGTON EMERGECY RESPONSE GROUP 

 

Cllr Jackson is concerned that the TC do not have emergency procedures in place – there is  

nothing in the current town plan.  She feels it’s remiss of the Council and this should be 

addressed. 

 

The Clerk reported that we had been approached by CCC to set up an Emergency Response  

Group which would cover all aspects of emergencies in the town.  It would be a Council led 

Group but would need to have volunteers from other organisations/groups involved.  

 

All AGREED that the Policy and Development Committee look into this with the help of  

Cumbria CC. 

 

FC/34/2020 TOWN MAYORS ANNOUCEMENTS 

 

No engagements 
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FC/35/2020 CLERKS REPORT 

 

Barton Laws – Confirmation of approval has arrived from the PWLB.  Now waiting for 

Cumberland FA approval to start work, unfortunately Grant Manager is on leave until next 

week. 

 

CCTV – Official Order has been sent to Telemachus for the build and installation of 3 CCTV 

cameras.  Total cost £20,500 + VAT  Ongoing yearly cost of £1,900 pa  

 

Police – Will be deployed out of Community Offices (Wigton Market Hall) from October – 

Send letter of thanks to PCC 

 

Website – We must be compliant before the end of September so our Website Designers are 

looking at this now. (Be able to access the website without using a mouse ie Keyboard or 

screen) All information needs formatting differently. 

 

Wreaths – Brian Warren unable to order these for us.  Do you want me to order them direct, 

if so how many?  Not sure if there’s to be a church service this year. – Order 3 

 

Staff – National Salary awarded from April 2020 – 2.75% increase.  

 

Play Areas – SF has reported vandalism in the main Wigton Park and Kirkland Park – 

Damage to litter bins, benches, fencing and graffiti  

 

FC/36/2020 MEMBERS REPORTS 

 

MA – Call from resident regarding flooding at Burnside.  Asst Clerk contacted UU on behalf  

of residents.  Clerk to follow up. 

 

EL, MC, MH, HR & MC – Attended a virtual meeting of WBJC – Grounds Maintenance going  

well, positive comments on how the cemetery looks.  Sunken graves to be looked at by  

Contractor.  A tenant secured for the house, will be moving in the next week or so.  ABC 

Contract with their legal dept and should be signed off next week.  Meetings to take place  

every quarter.  All going really well. 

 

FC/37/2020 CO OPTION 

 

Due to the eligibility criteria, further questions need to be answered.  Defer to next meeting 

 

FC/38/2020 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 14th October 2020 

 

 

Meeting closed at 9.00pm 

 


